
 

NEWSLETTER

FOCUS ON FLOURISHING

HINSDALE COVENANT CHURCH

This is the place where you get to hear the heart of our pastors and 
leadership for our church.  



 
NEW MINISTRIES, NEW STAFF

 Spring is upon us and so are changes for our staff.  We are excited about how God has provided new staff 
and ministries. Here’s the latest staff new for Hinsdale Covenant Church. 

Kathryn Krieger, Contemporary Worship Director: Likely a familiar face already, 
Kathryn began as our Contemporary Worship Director in February. Kathryn is well 
acquainted with the Covenant, having spent her high school year at the Covenant Church in 
Princeton, IL. Kathryn is a recent graduate of Hope College in Holland, Michigan and is 
excited to be using her gifts at Hinsdale Covenant Church. Kathryn is engaged to Larry 
Spencer, a child of Hinsdale Covenant, and is counting down the days until their July 1 
wedding. Welcome Kathryn! If you are interested in being involved with worship ministries, 
either in sharing your musical gifts or helping behind the scenes, Kathryn would love to   
speak with you (kathryn@hinsdalecovenant.com). 
  
Alpha at Hinsdale Covenant: Hinsdale Covenant will be offering Alpha for the first time 
this year. Pastor Joy Lawrence will be leading Alpha and shepherding this ministry. What is 
Alpha? Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the basics of the Christian faith. Each session 
looks at a different question that people can have about faith and is designed to create 
conversation. It’s just an open, informal and honest space to explore and discuss life’s big 
questions together. We plan to launch the Alpha course in the Fall of 2017. Joy is currently 
pulling together a group excited about supporting this ministry. If you are interested in being 
on the Alpha team, or want more information, contact Joy (joy@hinsdalecovenant.com).  

Refugee Ministry at Hinsdale Covenant: In a new partnership with World Relief of 
DuPage, Hinsdale Covenant will be offering a new ministry of refugee resettlement. 
Refugees have been a polarizing issue in the media, and we believe God is preparing us to 
respond. DuPage County is an area were many refugees have been resettled, and we have a 
great opportunity to care for those adjusting to new life here in America. Alana Klimkowski 
is the director of this new ministry. She will be working with a team to assess the current 
needs in our area, training a group of volunteers, and educating the church on the realities of 
refugee life. If you are interested in being part of Alana’s team, contact her 
(alanaesq@att.net). 

Other Staff News: 

- Pastor Paul and Deborah Allen have sold their home in Clarendon Hills and have moved to an apartment in 
Willowbrook.  

- Children’s Minister Christy Dykstra and her husband Nate are expecting their first child due this September. 
- Choir Director John Rakes and his wife Marissa welcomed their second child, Anna Joy, in March.

Our Leadership Council met for the first time in March. 
We have a great group that is eager to get to work. 
Remember, the Leadership Council represents the 
congregation, so they would love to hear any thoughts 
that you might have. Here is the council leadership for 
this year:  

OFFICERS 
Chair, Pete Kisluk 

Vice Chair, Paul Jepsen

Secretary, Ann Wiesbrock

Treasurer, Kerry Jantzen


	 

MINISTRY LEADERS


Administration, Bill Leonhard 
Caring,  Karen Fiascone


Education, Amy Alex

Fellowship, Sue Dressler


Outreach, Paul Brush

Preschool, Jen Cousino 

Worship, Annette Burlet

At Large-Member, Michelle Buchanan


At Large-Member, Bob Wilkemeyer

At Large-Member, Martha Morey


COMMITTEES 
Nominating, Jeff Akers 
Nominating, Jan Peard 

Nominating, Heidi Morrow 
Mutual Ministries, Frank Peard

Mutual Ministries, Bob Vallin


Mutual Ministries, Stephanie Stapleton

Mutual Ministries, Dennis McGrath


Ministry Staff Evaluation, Paul Jepsen

Ministry Staff Evaluation, Stephanie Simmons


Ministry Staff Evaluation, Ann Wiesbrock

Ministry Staff Evaluation, Gian Ricco


 


PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR  
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  

COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 2017
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As of April 1, 2017, we have had 69 families support this project, giving $328k to date, with pledges 
outstanding in the amount of $166k. That’s a total of approximately $494k given and pledged!  We 
have just begun to draw on our approved loan for the project as bills are now being paid.  Just as we 
are making a final push in our renovation, let’s make a final push toward 100% participation in our 
campaign effort through gifts, pledges, and prayer.

“RESTORE, RENEW, REJOICE” CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR THE SANCTUARY?

Since our Sanctuary Renovation began, we’ve seen God’s mighty hand throughout the process.  From years of informal conversations and dreams, to formal plans in 
2016, to beginning construction in January of this year, God has been faithful.  Total cost of the project is approximately $900K as we addressed structural issues like 
settling concrete along the east wall, additional limestone needed for the chancel area, and taller railings in the balcony to meet code.  We also identified 
opportunities to expand the south wing by moving a wall, enhance the library by exposing the brick, and update the prayer chapel.  As planned, the organ has been 
rewired and refurbished, new lighting and sound systems are being installed, and carpet and pews are ordered.  We are pleased to report that the renovation is 
nearing completion. While we were hopeful to be in the sanctuary for Easter Sunday, we want to be sure it is fully functional before moving back.  Therefore, services 
for Easter Sunday will be in the Community Room. We are thankful for your patience, and thankful to God for the lack of larger surprises that would have lead to 
longer delays.  
 As we finish up, it’s time for us to pray.  So how can you pray for this project?  Pray for pews!  Our newly refurbished pews are in the shop in Nebraska and 
we are awaiting their completion.  Pray for the safety and labor of the workers as they finish up our job.  Pray for God’s timing.  We trust that God will lead us into 
our new space at exactly the right time.  Pray that God might use this new space to enhance our worship, and draw more people to him. 
 We will update the congregation when we have an official move in date. In the meantime the staff have laid out a plan for how services will work throughout 
this spring and summer. We plan to keep our two-service schedule going through the summer, at the same times (9 and 10:30am), with all services in the new 
sanctuary. We will use these months to assess service schedules moving forward. You can read more about the vision and values behind this decision at 
www.hinsdalecovenant.com/greenhouseinitiative.  

125th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
In February, we officially turned 125 years old as a church and we initiated 125 days of celebration. Many of you have seen our historical 
displays in the Garden Court and have heard stories and memories in our Sunday services. Our celebration continues until the weekend 
of June 9-11. On June 10th we will have our 125th Anniversary banquet. All who are or have been part of the Hinsdale Covenant family 
are encouraged to sign up for this unique event. For more information and the sign up, contact the church office. On Sunday June 11th, 
we will have a special 125th worship services at both 9 and 10:30am. Please join the celebration.   
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HOLY WEEK @ HINSDALE COVENANT

We are busy preparing for Holy Week and we want you to join us 
every step of we way as we walk towards Easter Sunday. 

Holy Week Calendar of Events 

April 9th - Palm Sunday services, 9am and 10:30am. Join us 
for regular Sunday services as we celebrate Palm Sunday with a 

live donkey and spirited worship. 
April 13th - Christian Passover Dinner and Event, 6pm. 

Celebrate Maundy Thursday as we enjoy a Christian version of 
the Passover Seder meal. Please sign up today to reserve your 
spot and consider contributing to our community meal. 

April 14th - Good Friday service, 7pm. Join us for a service 
focused on the cross. Appropriate for the whole family. 

April 15th - Easter Eggs and Sanctuary Dedication, 10:30pm. 
Easter Egg hunt followed by an all church BBQ. We will also 
have an opportunity to write a blessing the concrete floor in the 

sanctuary before flooring is installed. Fun for the whole family. 
April 16th - Easter Services, 9am and 10:30am. Join us to 

celebrate our risen Lord. A great service to invite family and 
friends.


