
       January 14th, 2016 

Dear Church Family, 

I watched Lars walk over to church just after six this morning. How strange it is to 
think he won't be doing that for the next eight Sundays.  But what a gift it is to have 
this time.  For rest and renewal, for filling and re-visioning. The timing is so good and 
we remain focused and excited about all that lies ahead for Covenant.   

Lars has 12 books he plans to read and much napping will take place in his quiet days 
at home.  :) He is also excited for hours of solitude and time with friends at his family 
cabin in WI, and for extended time with his parents and brother in MN, where 
conversation is always rich and laughter is abundant. A great place for him to rest.  

But beyond that we are excited for the time away to dream together about where God 
is leading the people of ECCH.  To dream about sermon series and adult education, to 
dream about future mission trips and service, to ask God where the focus should be 
for the coming years ahead.  Things we are excited about like the launching of couples 
small groups, and the Alpha program will get our full 'dreaming' attention.  For us 
this means long walks with coffee in-hand and great conversation, yes even in the 
cold. :) Time for significant prayer as a couple and asking God to reveal himself.  

We are also excited about time with the kids. Giving them more one and one 
attention in this special season, by way of lunch dates and board games and time at 
my folks house.  It will look like playing in the ocean waves while visiting my sisters 
family in CA.  And also worshipping at other churches with them, talking about 
different worship styles and how very BIG God's Church is.   

And then in this time we hope to discern what new practices of rest and renewal Lars 
(and I) can incorporate into our life when he returns to regular ministry life, to keep 
him and us at our best for the work ahead.   

We love this ministry life, we love the people of Covenant and we are so very grateful 
for this precious time of rest.  

Blessings and many thanks for gifting us with this season of renewal! 
Katie & Lars 


