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Mission: 

Our mission at Hinsdale Covenant Church is to be flourishing together in Jesus Christ by growing, 
deepening roots, and bearing fruit. The ‘Greenhouse Initiative’ fits into the larger mission statement 
of our church under our desire to be growing. We have identified our Sunday morning worship 
experience as the primary place in our program to cultivate growth. It is an experience for the whole 
community, and it forms the trunk of our ministry - it is the highly visible entry point in our ministry 
and it supports movement deeper in rootedness and outward in fruit bearing. Having addressed our 
worship space in Phase One, Phase Two will reassess our Sunday morning schedule with a desire to 
bring all of our worship services into the renovated sanctuary. We will evaluate our worship times and 
commensurate programming.   
  
Biblical Rationale:  

Acts 2:42-47: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” The biblical witness of the earliest Christian worship involved community, 
heart-felt devotion, bringing our best, responding to needs, sacraments, prayer, and a focus on God’s 
word. As we give our Sunday services our best, we believe that God will add to our numbers as well.  

Vision: 

The following vision statements lead us in our discussion surrounding Sunday services: 

- We seek to use our sanctuary as the primary worship space for all of our services. 
- We seek to have a more unified Sunday morning experience between our services so that 

parishioner come less for a style of worship, but for worship itself. 
- We seek to put our very best efforts into the Sunday morning worship experience. 
- We seek to foster connectedness between all members and attenders of Hinsdale Covenant so that 

all can known, connected, and cared for.  
- We seek to create a schedule in which the congregation doesn’t have to choose between worship 

and other programming. 
- We seek joyful intergeneration participation in worship and an abundance of joyful volunteers for 

Children’s Ministry.  
- We want to create an amenable schedule for the congregation and the staff so that they can model 

a worshipful heart and attitude.  



Values: 
  
The following value statements undergird our vision statements: 

- We value God being the subject and object of our worship. 
- We value full and active participation in Sunday worship. 
- We value the Sunday morning worship as the primary program of the church. 
- We value a worship experience that encourages spiritual growth and formation.  
- We value a Sunday schedule that serves the needs of our community. 
- We value our members and attenders knowing each other through intergenerational worship, 

diverse styles of worship, and sharing faith as a family. 
- We value the children of our church and value an excellent experience for them on Sundays.  
- We value faithful stewardship of our resources, both material and emotional. 
- We value time and space for meaningful personal connection on Sunday morning. 
- We value honoring God in all that we do.  

Strategy: 

Maintain a two service model, at 9am and 10:30am throughout the summer of 2017, after which 
point staff and council can re-evaluate the number of services, capacity considerations and when 
those services are offered. These service will maintain traditional and contemporary designations, 
while actively honoring and presenting both styles. Staff will continue to work with ministry teams to 
consider the needs of our children, youth, and adult education considerations. Commensurately, staff 
begins work on PHASE THREE of the Greenhouse Initiative – the task of increased connections 
between all church members.  

Potential Execution: 

Our vision may be accomplished by some of the following: 

- Remain in a two service model through summer of 2017. 
- Move all services into the sanctuary upon completion.  
- Move creatively towards unified service orders between services. 
- Continue to work on new Adult Education Plan to be implemented int he fall of 2017 
- Continue to assess youth participation on Sunday mornings. 
- Work with denominational consultant to assess the role of children’s ministry in our overall Sunday 

morning plan. 
- Provide excellent sound and lighting to maximize our ability to provide multiple worship styles.  


