
 

NEWSLETTER

FOCUS ON FLOURISHING

HINSDALE COVENANT CHURCH

Thanks for taking time to read our first Focus on Flourishing Newsletter. 
This is the place where you get to hear the heart of our pastors and 

leadership for our church.  



 

Pastoral Update from Pastor Paul and Pastor Lars 

Many of you have been asking about the future of the our pastoral staff. Paul 
and Lars are excited to share some important information about the office of 
Senior Pastor at our church at our mid-year meeting. 

Financial Updates from the Church and Preschool 

Our treasurer Kerry Jantzen will be giving us a financial update on our 
church budget and sharing the 2016-17 budget for Hinsdale Covenant 
Preschool which needs to be voted on by the congregation. 

TWO VERY IMPORTANT THINGS HAPPENING AT THE MID-YEAR MEETING

FALL SERMON SERIES: 
EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SPIRITUALITY

This fall, our sermon series will follow Peter 
Scazzero’s excellent book “Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality”. Scazzero writes: “It's impossible to be 
spiritually mature, while remaining emotionally immature”. 
The sermon series will focus on emotional health, 
encouraging people toward a deeper, wider, more life-
giving relationship with Jesus. This series will offer 
opportunity for honesty, self-reflection, and community 
conversations. In addition to our sermon series we have two 
other resources available. 

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Class: We invite you to join us for mid-
week conversation and video curriculum from Peter Scazzero each 
Wednesday at 7pm starting on Sept. 21 in the church library. 

Day by Day: We will make available Peter Scazzero’s 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality: Day by Day, a 
devotional book that walks readers through the daily 
office for 8 weeks. The 40 day time frame will begin on 
Monday Sept. 19th. The devotional offers scripture, 
prayer and reflection, as well as a journalling question, 
and we’re excited to journey through this excellent 
resource together as a church.

EXCERPT FROM          
RALLY SUNDAY

Our Rally Sunday speaker was our own Dr. Keith Baird. 
Here is an excerpt from his sermon.

“Let’s use this analogy. Consider spiritual health being like the physical 
health in our bodies. We can ignore it and get along like we can ignore our 
physical health – some get away with it most of their lives, but sooner or 
later if we neglect our physical health, it will catch up to us and cause 
illness, disease or even death. So, too, if we neglect our spiritual health, it 
is like we live life exhausted, depleted, lacking in endurance, no sense of 
fitness vibrancy or well-being. 

If spiritual health is like the physical condition of our bodies, then 
emotional health is our diet – what we use to supply our bodies. Emotional 
health is the nutrient, the fortification that fuels us to pursue spiritual 
health. It’s not an absolute requirement – remember some can be healthy 
physically on a lousy diet. But, it’s just not true for most of us. Pursuing 
emotional health paves the way for the unfolding of our spiritual journeys 
with more depth, meaning and vibrancy. Emotional health goes hand in 
hand with spiritual health to lead us toward being what we’re designed to 
be – image bearers of God.”



 
OUR THOUGHTS ON OUR BELOVED SANCTUARY

As we walk up toward our mid-year meeting on September 18th, we’re aware that many of you are 
curious about the future of our sanctuary. We’ve been talking about the Greenhouse Initiative a lot (see a 
timeline on your right) over the past few months and now it’s time for the congregation to make a 
decision on this all important space. The proposed Sanctuary Renovation plan resulted from a 
collaborative process of research by council and input by the congregation. What began as a need for new 
pew cushions became a lively discussion about how is God leading our church, and how can we enhance 
and expand the use of our sacred sanctuary space.  Our mission is to be growing and flourishing in Jesus 
Christ.  We believe this primary worship space is important both to the faith journey of our people and to 
the life of our church.  For these reasons, we are very excited to bring the plan to the congregation for a 
vote this Sunday, Sept 18 at 11:15 a.m. 

As you continue to inform yourself and pray about this opportunity, we want to make sure that you heard 
from both of us and heard our hearts for this proposed project.  

So, how should you feel about this upcoming congregation vote? For those of you who are well informed, 
you should feel how you feel, whether you are in favor or in opposition. But maybe you’re not sure how to 
feel. We would have you ask yourself two simple questions: Do I sense that this proposal helps us live more 
faithfully into our mission to be ‘flourishing together in Jesus Christ’? If yes, do I sense God’s timing in this 
proposal? For both of your pastors, the answer to these questions is an enthusiastic YES.  

Pastors Paul Allen and Lars Stromberg

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.HINSDALECOVENANT.COM/GREENHOUSEINITIATIVE

April 2016 - Council discusses maintenance issues 
centering around pew cushions, flooring and our sound 
system. 

January 2016 - Council approves the formation of a 
sanctuary refresh committee to assess renovation 
possibilities. This committee was comprised of council 
members and non-council members. 

March 2016 - FaithEnviron Studio is selected as 
architect. General contractors are contacted to bid out 
the project, 8 in total. 

April 2016 - Ward Construction is selected as the 
general contractor. Multiple small group meetings were 
conducted to gain feedback.

May 2016 - Council discusses ways to communicate the 
project to the congregation.

June 2016 - Council and staff unveil ‘The Greenhouse 
Initiative’, a means for us to communicate the vision as 
values behind the project (see back page for full 
explanation of this initiative). Greenhouse Initiative is 
given an entire Sunday service. 

June-July 2016 - Council takes a step back to listen, 
receive feedback, pray, and discern. 

August 2016 - Two town hall meetings are offered as 
well as a presentation at Final Quarter. These 
presentations include a 3D video rendering and full 
project budget. Council approves congregational 
motion.

SEPTEMBER 18 MEETING REQUIREMENTS: 

- 30% quorum (127 members need to be present)
- 2/3 Vote on motion to pass
- Motion: “Council approves the Sanctuary Renovation 

plan and updated budget and its presentation to the 
congregation for vote at the midyear meeting.” 

A big thank you to all who have participated so 
faithfully in this process.

SANCTUARY RENOVATION TIMELINE

PASTOR PAUL SAYS…
“I’m very excited for this project,  
but most of all, I’m excited for our a  
very important group that we can  
easily forget: our visitors. The visitor  
experience is of paramount importance for  
any church moving  forward. This plan  
makes our building accessible and easy to navigate first 
time visitors, while drawing you into worship from the 
moment you walk through the front door. When a building 
is welcoming like this, people can truly feel the welcome of 
Jesus himself.” 

PASTOR LARS SAYS…

   “I see this project as a wonderful 
celebration of the 125th anniversary 

of our church this next February. I 
want us to honor the past and prepare 

for the future, stressing the ways our 
facility expresses our priority of 

worshipping the living, loving God.” 

http://www.hinsdalecovenant.com/GREENHOUSEINITIATIVE
http://www.hinsdalecovenant.com/GREENHOUSEINITIATIVE
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WHAT IS THE 

GREENHOUSE 
INITIATIVE?

Our mission at Hinsdale 
Covenant Church is to be 

flourishing together in Jesus 
Christ by growing, deepening roots, and bearing fruit. 
The ‘Greenhouse Initiative’ fits into the larger mission 
statement of our church under our desire to be growing 
in Christ. We have identified our Sunday morning 
worship experience as the primary place in our program 
to cultivate growth. It is the highly visible entry point in 
our ministry, supporting movement deeper in rootedness 
and outward in fruit bearing. The initiative involves three 
phases: sanctuary renovation, Sunday service 
evaluation, and increased connection. 

Phase 1: Sanctuary Renovation

A more functional worship space will enhance our 
growing process in Sunday morning worship. We plan to 
be stewards of one of our greatest assets by updating 
our existing sanctuary so that it can be a space for 
everyone to grow. We want to honor the past and 
prepare for the future.

Phase 2: Sunday Services

Once we have addressed our worship space, we will 
reassess our Sunday morning schedule with a desire to 
bring all of our worship services into the renovated 
sanctuary. We will evaluate our worship times and 
commensurate programming. 

Phase 3: Increased Connection

As our church grows and changes, we want to be more 
intentional about how we connect with one another. A 
common space will help, but we want to increase 
connectivity further through a unified worship 
experience for all services and an increased focus on 
intergenerational relationships.


