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HINSDALE COVENANT CHURCH

This is a place to hear the heart of our pastors and church leadership.  

MIDYEAR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

 We invite all members of Hinsdale Covenant Church to 

join us for our Midyear Meeting on May 20th at 11:30am. We are 

very excited about our newly called Associate Pastor Simon 

Guevara. As we anticipate this change in our staff, the leadership 

council has agreed that our church should purchase a second 

parsonage for the use of many pastors to come, including the 

Guevara’s in the immediate future. This will be our primary 

agenda item at our Midyear meeting. You can read the motion 

and rationale at www.hinsdalecovenant.com/midyear. 

 We are aware that May 20th is a busy Sunday for many 

of you, but in order to make our required 30% quorum, it’s 

essential that members make every effort to attend this meeting 

so that we can do this important business. We will move our 

meeting quickly with a limited agenda so that you can enjoy the 

rest of the day. Please encourage your church friends to make 

this a priority. 

 Additionally, we have two Town Hall Meetings on the 

calendar for you to talk with leadership about this important 

parsonage decision. Please join us on Wednesday, May 9 at 7pm 

or Sunday May 13th at 11:30 to hear more and ask any 

questions you may have.  

 We are excited for the Spirit’s movement in our church 

and looking forward to our meeting on the 20th.  

Peter Kisluk, Council Chair 

Gian Ricco, Vice Chair 
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NEWS AND NOTES IN THE MIDST OF TRANSITION
The next month is a monumental one in the life of Hinsdale Covenant 

Church. In the span of a month we will have had pastoral calls, pastoral 

retirements, and pastoral installations, not to mention the important 

ministries that always happen this time of year. As pastor Simon encouraged 

us, let’s not ask a small God to come along with our wills, but rather let’s 

follow him and trust in his great will for our church. I’m so proud of how our church has been 

faithful in this transition, and I’m excited to see where the Spirit leads next! - Pastor Lars 

I will miss each of you and this ‘Flourishing Together’ church. These 

have been 19 years of ministry in Hinsdale; and I’m sad to see that come 

to an end. And yet, there’s a hopeful adventure ahead for all of us. 

Deborah and I are excited about our new home, slower pace, and unknown 

next assignment from God. And you all face an exciting future with younger, 

gifted leadership and fresh vision. “Now I commit you to God and to the word 

of his grace” (Acts 20:22). God Bless you. - Pastor Paul 

A WORD FROM PASTOR JOY: WORSHIP AND CHANGE 
 We all respond differently to change. Some of us, like Pa Ingalls in the Laura Ingalls Wilder stories, 

look forward to it. Some of us dig in our heels, grieving the loss of what we’ve experienced as good. But 

whatever our attitude is, we may be thankful that God is always present with us (Psalm 139). The 

month ahead marks some significant changes in our ministry. 

 On May 27, Pastor Paul’s last Sunday with us, we will mark this transition with the “Service 

of Farewell” from the Covenant Book of Worship. Our denomination provides guidance in our 

transitions, and this service order gives us time and space to thank and release Pastor Paul from his 

ministry with us for these past 19 years. The order also includes a moment when Pastor Paul will ask our forgiveness for 

any mistakes he’s made. This is an important part of the service, as we each “forgive as we have been forgiven” and we 

respond by asking Pastor Paul’s forgiveness for our mistakes.  

 Then, on June 3, we will be installing Lars Stromberg as our Lead Pastor. We’ll be joined by Debbie Griffith 

from the Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church who will lead us in the service. This installation is 

significant, as it shows our confidence in Pastor Lars as our pastoral shepherd. Together, we will affirm that we will 

receive the word of God through him and will recognize his spiritual leadership over us. The service of installation 

recalls some of the vows Pastor Lars took in his ordination in 2008 when he promised to be diligent in study, faithful in 

witness, and serve under the Evangelical Covenant Church and her mission. This service will provide opportunity for us 

to give thanks together for God’s continued guidance to our congregation through Pastor Lars, and pray for the work 

God will do through all of us in the years to come. 

 Because both of these services are unique, we will only be having one service at 10:30 on May 27th and June 

3rd. The music will include hymns and contemporary songs. Come, worship and celebrate with us!

SIMON’S CANDIDATING WEEKEND 
What an excellent weekend! Simon 

Guevara and his family (wife Alicia, 

and children Ruben, Milo, Sabrina, 

Adele, and Harvey) joined us on May 

5-6 for a candidating weekend, 

including a meet and greet on Saturday 

night and Simon preaching at both services 

on Sunday. Simon preached about being obedient to 

the Holy Spirit.  

Sunday services were followed immediately by a 

congregational meeting where Simon was called to be 

our Associate Pastor of Congregational Life with 

overwhelming support and affirmation. Pastor Simon 

has returned to Austin, TX where he will conclude his 

ministry at Restoration Covenant Church at the end of 

June. The Guevara plan to head north in July, enjoy 

some vacation, and Simon plans to start on or around 

August 1st. Please pray for the Guevaras in the midst 

of these transitions, and for Restoration Covenant 

Church as they say goodbye to Pastor Simon.  


