
DECEMBER 2018      HINSDALE COVENANT CHURCH     

V. 1

POINSETTIA PLANTS 
Purchase your poinsettias ($20 each) through the church office to 
decorate the chancel area for Christmas. Then, take them home to 
enjoy after our Christmas services. Make checks payable to ECCH 
and note “Poinsettia” in the check memo. 

STORIES AND CAROLS                           
Sunday, December 16 , 4 PM | Bring a dessert to share 
All are invited to "Luke's Greatest Hits," a service of 
scripture  stories  and carols  featuring our music ensembles and 
children from Sunday Kids Camp. The service begins at 4 PM in 
the Sanctuary, but come at 3 PM to enjoy dessert in the Garden 
Court. If you'd like, please bring a dessert to share. 

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 
Sunday, December 16 , 10:30 AM 
Children are invited to a special birthday celebration for Jesus. 
Nursery and Little Lambs will gather in the lower level. Festivities 
include games, arts and crafts, cupcake decorating and a special 
project. 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE                    
Thursday, December 20, 7 PM 
This is a service of worship on the longest night of the year where 
we recognize the difficulties, hurts, and darkness that can be so 
present in the holiday season, and lay our dark night before God’s 
great light. 

GIVING TREE: ALASKA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE                          
We have opportunity to help students at Alaska Christian College 
by donating to their scholarship fund. Look for the tree in the 
Garden Court. Contact Craig Wright at 708-246-5240.  
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ADVENT SERMON SERIES     
This Advent, we are studying the lesser known birth narrative in the 
Gospel of John. John never mentions a manger, a star, or swaddling 
clothes, opting instead for vivid imagery of word, light, lamb, and 
flesh. Join us as we kick off our walk through John Chapter 1. 

GINGERBREAD FAMILY EVENT       

Sunday, December 2, 4 PM | Community Room 
Don’t miss this fun-for-all-ages event! Invite your friends and 
neighbors to join you for our annual gingerbread house worksop. 
Volunteers are needed help set up and/or clean up. Contact Amy, 
aalex_ca@yahoo.com, for more information. 

MY MONEY STORY WORKSHOP  
Sunday, December 2, 2-4 PM | Upper Room, 2nd Level 
In this Covenant Conversation workshop, we'll consider how our 
early experiences and impressions inform our current relationship 
with money. We'll take these impressions, and without shame, guilt 
or judgement, compare them to the values we’ve named.  Upper 
Room, 2-4 PM. Led by Ann Wiesbrock. Contact Pastor Joy  at 
joy@hinsdalecovenant.com.

DEPRESSION AND ANXIETY

Wednesday, December 5, 7 PM | Upper Room, 2nd Level 
Do you or a loved one struggle with anxiety or depression? Did you 
know there are 21 primary symptoms of depression and only one is 
sadness? How do we respond to depression and anxiety in ourselves 
and others once we recognize it? What does faith in Jesus offer those 
who are struggling?  Join us during one of the darkest times of the 
year to seek hope with Dr. Keith Baird, a licensed psychologist and 
member of our church. Questions? Contact Pastor Joy  at 
joy@hinsdalecovenant.com.

CHRISTMAS EVE LIVE NATIVITY SERVICES                    
Monday, December 24 | 2 PM, 3PM, 4 PM,  5PM  
Christmas Eve is a treasured chaos at Hinsdale Covenant, where 
our sanctuary comes alive with animals at our  Live Nativity 
Services at 2, 3, 4 or 5pm. If you have flexibility in your schedule, 
please consider attending the 5pm service, to allow space at the 
earlier services  for our visiting friends and neighbors. Ushers 
needed! Contact Pastor Lars at lars@hinsdalecovenant.com if you 
are available to help.  

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT SERVICE 
Monday, December 24 | 10 PM 
Join us for the traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
featuring the chancel choir and Christmas songs.  
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From the Treasurer

Staff & Council News

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED           
The church office will be closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day. 

HOW TO USE PUSHPAY 
Text ‘hinsdalecov’ to 77977 to get started 
As you prayerfully consider your financial participation, we have a 
tool for online giving. Powered by Pushpay, you can give through 
our website or your mobile phone by credit or debit card, or ACH 
bank transfer payment. Set up one-time or recurring giving. Once 
set up, it takes less than 10 seconds to give. Thank you for your 
faithful giving!

BECOMING A WELCOMING CHURCH 
Our staff recently read the book Becoming a Welcoming Church by 
Thom Rainer. This little book challenged us and is motivating us 
to look at numerous aspects of our church life, from signage to a 
welcome center, from parking to our worship services. We realize 
the need for a Welcome Team here at Hinsdale Covenant, a 
group of outgoing, committed folks who desire to create a great 
experience for all newcomers. If you are interested in being part 
of the formation of Welcome Team, please contact Pastor Simon 
at simon@hinsdalecovenant.com) for more details. 

MINISTRY STAFF EVALUATIONS 
Submit by December 12, 10 PM 
Each year the MSEC (Ministry Staff Evaluation Committee) 
conducts an evaluation process for our staff. MSEC is currently 
accepting evaluations for the staff in an online format. If you call this 
church home, please help us by filling out an evaluation or two. We 
value the participation of everyone in this process. Forms were 
emailed to our congregation. If you need help accessing these forms 
contact the church office. The deadline for these forms is Dec. 12. If 
you have any questions, contact committee chair Gian Ricco at 
msec@hinsdalecovenant.com. 
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTION                     

Friday, December 14 | 2nd Floor Lounge 
Spiritual direction is a ministry of listening, discernment and prayer 
in a confidential setting of encouragement and compassion. We have 
two spiritual directors that are available to meet monthly with 
members of our congregation. Contact the church office at 
office@hinsdalecovenant.com. 
• Bob Tenglin will not meet with directees in December. 
• Diana Shiflett is available Friday, December 14. Diana is pastor 

of spiritual formation at Naperville Covenant. 
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2019 LEADERSHIP NOMINATING PROCESS            
We are thankful for the contributions of our outgoing council 
members - Karen Fiascone, Martha Morey, Bob Wilkemeyer, Amy 
Alex, Jenn Cousino, and Annette Burlet. Please pray for the 
nomination process as we seek to faithfully fill these important 
positions and when you see these people around church, please 
thank them for their time and efforts. If you are interested in serving 
our church and would like to find out more about the ministry areas 
that need volunteers, contact committee chair, Jill Rhiner at 
nominating@hinsdalecovenant.com. 

STOCK OR MUTUAL FUND DONATIONS 
Covenant Trust Company is now assisting us in processing 
donations of stock or mutual funds. Please contact Mike Magnusson 
at mkmagnusson@covenanttrust.com or (847) 583-3252 for 
assistance or more information. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN’S GROUP 
CHRISTMAS GATHERING 
Wednesday, December  19, 8:30 AM 
The Wednesday Morning Men’s Group is having their annual 
Christmas gathering where all senior men and women are invited. 
The staff is providing the breakfast and Pastor Lars and Pastor 
Simon are giving a Christmas devotional. Breakfast served at 8:30 
AM. 

RETURN CHOPDA JARS 
In Sunday KId’s Camp, our children are participating in the 
Chopda Partnership! The children have joined the adults to raise 
money to help build a new church and school for the church in 
Chopda, India. Our goal is to collectively raise $500 by December 
16. Each Sunday until then, we’d like the kids to bring what 
they’ve earned to track how close we are to reaching our goal; so 
far, we are nearly half way there! Thank you for your help with this 
project! We have been encouraged by the children’s excitement to 
be a part of the work God is doing in India! 

2019 SUMMER MISSION TRIP 
ALASKA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Save the Date! July 7-13 
Our missions team is excited to announce we are sending a team 
from Hinsdale Covenant to serve at Alaska Christian College this 
summer. More project details to come! Contact Pastor Lars at 
lars@hinsdalecovenant.com or Paul Brush if you are interested. 

5101 PODCAST 
Pastor Lars has been working on a new project as a way of giving 
back to the denomination. The 5101 Podcast began in August and 
is now over 10 episodes old. The vision of this Podcast is to 
capture conversations in Covenant life in order to keep the 
denominational family more connected as we grow and expand. 
Feel free to listen in on the conversations happening in your 
denomination. Search 5101 on iTunes, Spotify, or Google Play. 
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