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HINSDALE COVENANT CHURCH

This is a place to hear the heart of our pastors and church leadership.  

ADVENT CALENDAR 2018

We have a lot going on at Hinsdale Covenant during Advent. 

Don’t miss out on these great opportunities to worship and be 

filled with wonder. 

December 2 - Gingerbread Family Event, 4pm 
December 16 - Birthday Party for Jesus, 10:30am 

- Stories and Carols, 4pm 
December 20 - Longest Night service, 7pm 

December 23 - Services at 9 and 10:30am 
December 24 - Live Nativity Services at 2, 3, 4, and 5pm 

Candlelight Service, 10pm 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES 
PROLOGUE: Advent in John Chapter 

This Advent, we’ll be studying the lesser known birth narrative 
in the Gospel of John. John never mentions a manger, a star, or 

swaddling clothes, opting instead for vivid imagery of word, 
light, lamb, and flesh. Join us each week as we walk 

through John chapter 1.
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NEWS AND NOTES AS WE BEGIN OUR ADVENT JOURNEY

As I head into this Advent season, I anticipate that God will show up in various ways. In the birth narratives of Matthew and Luke, we see an expanding 
progression. We see God’s visitation to individuals like Mary and Jospeh, God’s joy come upon extended family (Elizabeth and Zechariah), and God’s 
hope goes out to the stranger, poor, and foreigner (shepherds and wisemen). I pray for an ever expanding Advent for you all as well - that God might meet 

you personally, might bless your families with rich times of joy, and that you might open your home and table to outsiders so that they can hear the story of 
this season. As you do so, here are some news and notes from my desk to yours - Pastor Lars 

SUNDAY KIDS CAMP 
We are so very excited about all that God is doing in 

the lives of our children downstairs in Sunday Kids 

Camp. This revamped curriculum, led by Jade Cook 

and Pastor Joy Lawrence, is teaching kids about 

worship, scripture, prayer, and giving in a new way. 

For the month of December, we value having our 

kids participate in our sanctuary worship, so plan to 

start with your kids in the sanctuary, and we’ll invite 

them downstairs mid-service for an abbreviated 

lesson. We’ll be sharing more about Sunday Kids 

Camp during the service on Dec. 16th.  

THE 5101 PODCAST 
Pastor Lars has been working on a new project as a 

way of giving back to the denomination. The 5101 
Podcast began in August and is now over 10 episodes 

old. The vision of this Podcast is to capture 

conversations in Covenant life in order to keep the 

denominational family more connected as we grow 

and expand. Feel free to listen in on the 

conversations happening in your denomination. You 

can search 5101 on iTunes, Spotify, or Google Play. 

BECOMING A WELCOMING CHURCH 
Our staff recently read the book ‘Becoming a Welcoming 

Church’ by Thom Rainer. This little book really 

challenged us and is motivating us to look at numerous 

aspects of our church life, from signage to a welcome 

center, from parking to our worship services. We realize 

the need for a Welcome Team here at Hinsdale Covenant, 

a group of outgoing, committed folks who desire to create 

a great experience for all newcomers. If you are interested 

in being part of the formation of a Welcome Team please 

contact Pastor Simon (simon@hinsdalecovenant.com) for 

more details.  

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
We continue to offer Spiritual Direction here at Hinsdale 

Covenant. Sign up in the office to meet with one of our 

Spiritual Directors for an hour here at church, an hour in 

which these skilled directors will help you understand 

God’s presence in your life and give you tools to 

experience His presence more fully. Visit 

www.hinsdalecovenant.com/resources to read an article 

from one of our Spiritual Directors, Bob Tenglin.

NOMINATION PROCESS 
We are thankful for the contributions of our 

outgoing council members - Karen Fiascone, 

Martha Morey, Bob Wilkemeyer, Amy Alex, 

Jenn Cousino, and Annette Burlet. Please pray 

for the nomination process as we seek to 

faithfully fill these important positions and when 

you see these people around church, please 

thank them for their time and efforts. 

MSEC EVALUATIONS 
Each year the MSEC (Ministry Staff Evaluation 

Committee) conducts an evaluation process for 

our staff. MSEC is currently accepting 

evaluations for the staff in an online format. If 

you call this church home, please help us by 

filling out an evaluation or two. We value the 

participation of everyone in this process. If you 

need help accessing these form contact the 

church office. The deadline for these forms is 

Dec. 12. 
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